
Welcome to Garmisch-Partenkirchen
Discover Garmisch-Partenkirchen with its unspoilt nature, the wide 
variety of sports and those little moments of happiness.



Discover your true nature.



Here you can discover nature. Breathe deeply and enjoy the moment. Take in impressions and let them go 
again. The clear winter air. The unique form of the impressive mountain silhouette. The unmistakable sound of 
the clear mountain streams. You see, hear, smell, feel and taste: nature pure. And you can discover yourself. 
Enjoy with all your senses. And find your way to the things which are really important. You have arrived. In 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen – in the Zugspitz region.
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A town with many facets

Town walkabouts: 
Discover the countless 
possibilities of outdoor activities 

with guided tours and a unique 
supporting programme!
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There is much to discover
Walk along the streets and stroll down the alleyways; 
with every step you‘ll discover a little more of the variety 
the area has to offer: historical sights, interesting excursions, 
art and culture, exciting events and no end of sport and 
wellness. 

Originality and joie de vivre
A stroll through streets like Frühlingsstraße in 
Garmisch or the historical Ludwigstraße in  
Partenkirchen makes tradition come alive. The 
local people themselves greet the visitor with 
openness, lust for life and their Bavarian charm. 

Find out our (hi)story
No explanations are necessary for foreign visitors to 
understand our so-called Lüftlmalereien, the magnificent 
façade paintings, which tell you stories about the houses’ 
inhabitants, the region, and its customs. However, 
perhaps you are nevertheless interested in a guided tour. 
In this case, our English speaking tour guides will be 
happy to show you around the town.



 
 

Delicious food and cosy atmosphere - 
typical Bavarian or international style

The varied cuisine on offer in Garmisch-Partenkirchen doesn‘t stop with delicious, hearty Bavarian specialities. 
You can also find national and international cuisine in all of its many forms: From an exotic 5 course meal to a cosy 
Italian restaurant, from a fiery Mexican dinner to healthy whole-food cuisine. Something for every taste! 
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Exercise is the best 
appetiser
You‘ve been hiking for four hours – up ahead you see 
a rustic mountain lodge. Your pace quickens; this is the  
moment you‘ve been waiting for. A hearty meal. Origi-
nal and unspoilt, on gnarled benches, surrounded by 
luscious meadowland, high in the mountains. It‘s been a 
long time since food tasted this good! 

The Perfect End to 
a Perfect Day!
Garmisch-Partenkirchen has plenty to offer at night:  
Whether you prefer a cosy pub, cocktail bar, disco 
or club – there‘s no shortage of places to go. 
Or what about the Garmisch-Partenkirchen Casino? 
Besides the exclusive atmosphere and the extraor-
dinary gaming experience, the Casino has a wide 
range of valueable offers. Whether you´d like to 
enjoy delicious Cocktails or Bavarian haute cuisine. 
The Casino is the place to be!
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jazzGAP
 
Jazz fans will also find a select programme in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen. The history of the most southern jazz 
club in Germany is of course much younger than that 
of the established classic and Bavarian music scene, 
but not less successful. Since 2007, we too have been 
flying the flag for improvised music with continuously 
mounting success. The main focus of the concerts is 
on modern jazz, but other styles of jazz also find their 
place. Every month, another ensemble delights with 
its skill. The concerts take place in the Katharinenhof, 
Zugspitzstraße 86.

Classical music
Classical music is a great topic in Garmisch-Par-
tenkirchen not only during the Richard-Strauss 
Festival which takes place annually. From No-
vember to April you can look forward to top-
class symphony and chamber concerts. World-
famous orchestras with outstanding conductors 
and soloists present a diverse programme.
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Browse and shop your way through more than 450 
stores – from traditional costume stores to designer 
boutiques. Sophisticated Garmisch with its pedestrian 
zone around the Michael-Ende-Kurpark (spa-gardens) 
has traditional shops, but also well-known brands and 
trendy boutiques. 
In Partenkirchen‘s historic Ludwigstraße – which used 
to be the market street – you‘ll find predominantly 
smaller shops with a focus on handicrafts: goldsmiths, 
potteries, bakeries, butchers and lots of restaurants 
and cafes. And even a chocolaterie!

The perfect place to enjoy life!

Conceived here, made here

Genuine craftsmanship and the highest quality 
also go into the making of INSER HOAMAT 
products, the new local brand. These products 
include a piece of history and some attitude 
to life. Made by people, who have their roots 
here and shape our homeland with genuine 
craft.
Be it Uschi Winsi′s ceramic creations, Florian 
Aberl′s forged pans or the handmade 
chocolate of the Chocolaterie Amelie. 
These and much more can be discovered at 
inser-hoamat.de.



Maria Himmelfahrt
The parish church Maria Himmelfahrt is located in the very centre 
of the Partenkirchen district. It was almost completely destroyed 
during a great fire in 1865. The magnificent masterpiece  by  
Litterini, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin,  could, however, 
be saved and is now hanging on the western side wall. The 
three-aisle church with the neo-Gothic winged altar is above all 
architecturally very interesting.

St. Anton
Only 10 walking minutes above Partenkirchen is the pilgrimage 
church St. Anton with its typical onion dome towering abve the 
church.  The short walk to it pays off, as a real jewel is awaiting 
you in the church: the famous dome fresco by Johann Evangelist 
Holzer. It counts amongst the most beautiful frescos in Germany 
and shows Saint Anthony, the great popular saint and interces-
sor in all human adversities.

St. Martin Kirche and the Alte Kirche
In the middle of the Centre of Garmisch lies a real jewel: the parish 
church St. Martin. One recognizes the handwriting of the important 
master builder Joseph Schmuzer from Wessobrunn. Especially 
impressive are the magnificent frescos by Prof. Matthäus Günther 
and others – as well as the man-sized standing figures of the apostles 
Peter and Paul. The famous Alte Kirche of Garmisch is also worth 
a visit. The “mother church” of the town and the surrounding area 
looks back on a turbulent history. Worth seeing is the 7 meter high 
wall fresco of Saint Christopher from the year 1330. Just as impressi-
ve is the Baroque high altar as well as the choir window with Gothic 
glass paintings from around 1400.

Places of worship



Maria Heimsuchung
Even on the Zugspitze there is a church – the little chapel 
Maria Heimsuchung. Germany′s highest church in the midd-
le of the impressive mountain world offers you a place of 
peace and contemplation – and papal benediction. For in 
1981 the handsome chapel was consecrated by archbishop 
cardinal Josef Ratzinger, the later pope Benedict XVI.  At 
no other place in Germany are you so close to heaven!

Kriegergedächtnis-Kapelle
At the foot of the Kramer, directly below the mountain res-
taurant  St. Martin (Grasberg) on the Kramerplateauweg, lies 
the Kriegergedächtnis-Kapelle. This dignified memorial was 
erected in 1952 for all the fallen and missing of the Second 
World War.

Kirche St. Anna in Wamberg
Just 1,000 m above sea level is Wamberg, one of the 
highest-located villages with a church in Germany. The 
quietness, the good air and the friendly people will delight 
you. A visit to the historic church there is worthwhile, as St. 
Anna possesses an artistically very valuable high altar – the 
work of the sculptor Andreas Onich. At the side, next to the 
picture of the Holy Family, the imposing artistic figures in 
contemporary costumes make a great visual impact:  
St. Sebastian, St. Rochus, St. Notburga and St. Isidro.
Handicraft in perfection! The interior of the church is being 
renovated at the moment and is expected to be open for 
visitors from summer 2020. 

Sebastianskircherl
Wie ein Fels in der Brandung mahnt diese Kapelle zur Buße 
und Einkehr. Das durch die Bäume gedämpfte Licht, die Kühle, 
die einen umfängt und die Stille durch die dicken Wände 
lassen dich gleich zur Ruhe kommen. 
Eindrucksvoll und ein wenig schaurig sind die Fresken an 
den Außenseiten. Eine davon zeigt die vier apokalyptischen 
Reiter – kunstvoll gemalt vom berühmten Bildhauer und 
Künstler aus Partenkirchen, Prof. Josef Wackerle. Unbedingt 
anschauen!

Sebastianskircherl
Like a rock in turbulent waters this chapel exhorts us to 
penitence and contemplation. The light filtering through the 
trees, the coolness surrounding us and the stillness of the 
thick walls lets you immediately find peace. The frescos on 
the outside are impressive, if not a little scary. One of them 
shows the four apocalyptic riders – artistically painted by 
the famous sculptor and artist from Partenkirchen, Prof. Josef 
Wackerle. Not to be missed!



12

Events

 

Many extraordinary cultural and sports events as well as festivals in  
Garmisch-Partenkirchen are well-known and have international reputation:

January 1:  International New Year Skijumping Competition  
  within the „Vierschanzentournee“ 

January 6:  Bavarian Competition of traditional  
  „Hornschlittenrennen“ 

January/February/March:  FIS Alpine Ski Worldcup

May - October:  Musik in the Park - Open Air concerts in the  
  Michael Ende spa park (entrance free)

June:  Richard-Strauss-Festival 

July:  BMW Motorrad Days

July and August:  „Festwochen“ festival Garmisch and Partenkirchen

August: AlpenTestival 

August - September:  Various cultural summer events with concerts, 
theatre, cabaret and exhibitions

November - December:  start winter season on the Zugspitze 

December:  Christmas market at the Richard-Strauss-Platz

  City Biathlon in Garmisch center   

Our event calendar at gapa.de shows you the range of offers in the period of time that 
you are planning to visit us. It even shows you an individual selection according to the 
categories that are chosen by you.

Alternatively just ask your holiday advisors at the Tourist  
Information. They certainly will have many special insider tips for you. 
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Garmisch-Partenkirchen is famous for its top event highlights. We are known to be the hosts of international 
events, such as the Alpine World Ski Championships and the New Year’s Ski Jumps. Those events are a very 
good reason to visit us, but you can also find even more offers – 365 days a year! From nature to culture. 
From congresses to concerts. From walking to hiking. 

Events year-round 



This is the place in Bavaria where the sky is the bluest and the snow is the whitest. Above the clouds, the freedom seems 
limitless - on mount Zugspitze, Germany’s highest mountain at 2,962 metres above sea level, you have a great view from 
the German and Austrian Alps to the Dolomites and Swiss mountains. 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen – this means experiencing the mountains in many ways: 8 cable cars render it possible for 
everybody to step into the mountain world of the Wetterstein mountain range with Mount Zugspitze, Mount Alpspitze, 
Mount Osterfelderkopf, Mount Hausberg, and Mount Eckbauer as well as the Ester Mountains with Mount Wank. In the 
midst of grandiose summits and mountain pastures in full bloom, you experience a deep sense of well-being that is rooted 
in nature’s elemental force. Everyday life is left far behind; your mind becomes as fresh as the clear air high up in the 
mountains.
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Information regarding mountain 

rail and cable ways and weather.

  zugspitze.de

  eckbauerbahn.de
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5 months of snow
Germany’s No. 1 winter sports location offers two varied 
skiing areas: Mount Zugspitze and the Garmisch-Classic 
skiing area. Pros as well as beginners are delighted by the 
perfectly groomed slopes, ski runs of all levels, state-of-
the-art lift facilities, and cosy ski huts. The conditions are  
also perfect for snowshoe hikers, ski mountaineers, and 
sledging enthusiasts, who will also get their money’s 
worth. 

Garmisch-Classic 
Thanks to the cable cars, no exhausting climb is neces-
sary in order to be able to enjoy the easy hikes and dis-
cover tours, the summit adventure trail, the experience 
trail as well as the spectacular AlpspiX viewing platform. 
Mount Wank, which is well-known for its panoramic view, 
is also popular because it is perfect for stocking up on 
some sunshine, and the family-friendly Mount Eckbauer 
with its unique round tour through the Partnach Gorge 
offers an overwhelming nature experience. 

Zugspitze-Roundtrip
The rack cogwheel train or the new cable car Zugspitze 
will take you from December 21st on to the top of 
Mount Zugspitze. 
Enjoy the 360° panorama – it is one of a kind: You will 
have a magnificent view over 400 summits in Austria, 
Italy, Switzerland and Germany - and discover history in 
the exhibition “Mount Zugspitze – Tourism, Technology, 
and Nature”.



The variety of alpine nature around Garmisch-Partenkirchen can hardly be surpassed. Active holiday-makers make 
the most of this unique outdoor centre: No matter which season, Garmisch-Partenkirchen is always an attraction: 
Alpine skiing, Nordic skiing or ice hockey in winter, canoeing, paragliding, mountain biking or hiking in summer. 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen stands for activity and sports – „both in and with nature“. 
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Discover unique alpine nature



The adventure of nature...
Stimulating, exciting or calming - in the Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen region, you experience the rough beauty  
of breathtaking mountain scenery. The network of hiking 
trails, popular far beyond regional borders, spans over 
300 km around the town, uphill and downhill. Unique  
experiences for the whole family: a hike through the  
breathtaking Partnach Gorge next to roaring waterfalls 
and cataracts. 

...and idyllic mountains

Idyllic swimming lakes, the Kainzenbad natural lido or 
the magnificent Alpspitzwellenbad wave pool invite 
you and your family to swim, relax and recover. Or, 
what about a carriage ride through green meadows 
with their herbal scent? Enjoy nature and your holiday 
with all your senses!
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Much more than just fantastic scenery
No doubt about that: The panoramic view alone is im-
pressive. However, if you decide to experience things the 
active way, you have free choice: There are more than 
450 km of bicycle routes offering the perfect tour from 
interesting family trips to sportive mountain bike trails of 
all fitness levels. 
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Being active...
... when Nordic walking with our qualified trainer, playing 
tennis on one of our numerous clay or indoor tennis courts, 
or playing golf on one of our two golf courses 
(9 holes and 18 holes). By the way, with a total of 19 
courses within an hours drive of Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
this holiday region is a true paradise for the keen golfer.

Fancy climbimg?
Swinging through the air like Tarzan? Take your family 
along and visit the ropes course: Five courses of various 
levels invite kids and grownups to an exceptional 
experience at the foot of Mount Wank. Or would you 
rather experience climbing the fixed rope route Alpspitz-
Ferrata?

Do you prefer a challenge when 
discovering?
Only flying is better? No problem: Thanks to Mount Wank, 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen offers a real thermal  
wonder and also Mounts Osterfelderkopf and  
Hausberg are known as being outstanding starting  
points for paragliders and hang-gliders. Or you  
explore the Loisach River while rafting. 
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Closer to heaven
Winter outdoors – with us, this means snow reliability from 
October through May. Winter sports enthusiasts 
find 62 km of groomed ski slopes – among them the 
famous Kandahar ski slope - on one glacier and 5 slopes 
down into the valley that are prepared with artificial snow. 
There is a reason why Garmisch-Partenkirchen was chosen 
as the venue for the 2011 World Ski Championships.
The Top Snow Card (from 2 days) include automatically 
also Mittenwald and the complete Tyrolean Zugspitz 
Arena. So you can enjoy a total of 86 lifts and downhill 
runs covering a distance of 213 kilometres. And even more 
famous tyrolean ski resorts are within a 1 or 2 hrs drive.

Winter with all its facets

28 km of well groomed cross-country ski slopes invite 
you to go ski hiking, cross-country skiing, or skating.  
Alternatively, you might experience the atmosphere of com-
petition when participating in the biathlon competition for our 
guests. If you prefer leisureliness, just enjoy the clear and crisp 
winter air on our 110 km of cleared hiking paths, a torch hike 
through the iced over Partnach Gorge or a cosy horse carriage 
ride. Of course, you should not miss snow shoe hiking!

For the whole family
Sledging is fun! And, of course, a stop in one of our 
authentic Alpine huts is a must. Sledging enthusiasts can 
rent a sledge and go night-sledging on illuminated 
slopes. Ice sports, as well, have a long tradition here. 
No matter whether in the Olympic Ice Sports Centre, on 
the ice rinks, or lakes, you can not only go ice-skating and 
playing ice hockey, but also try the sociable curling or 
Bavarian curling (Eisstockschießen). 
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Innsbruck and Swarovski Crystal 
Worlds
Innsbruck, in Tyrol, Austria, is only a 55 km / 33 miles 
drive. It is known for its historic centre with the Hofburg 
(imperial palace) and the “goldenen Dachl” (golden 
roof). The impressive Swarovski Crystal Worlds is only a 
stone’s throw away. 

Munich
Munich, the capital city of Bavaria, is a 50-minute drive 
away. The city is known for its Oktoberfest and its beer 
gardens – here, you will find all facets of city life: 
international design shops, countless restaurants, 
world-famous museums, and much more. 

Centrally located and nonetheless far 
from the everyday

All roads in the “3-country corner” between Germany, 
Austria, and Switzerland lead directly to Garmisch-
Partenkirchen. Well, perhaps not all of them lead here, 
but still many do. The outstanding motorway connec-
tions, multiple airports in close proximity and very good 
train connections ensure that you will arrive without any 
worries.  
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An excursion to fairytales and history: World-renowned towns and cultural monuments, such as Oberammergau,  
Mittenwald, Neuschwanstein castle, Linderhof castle, or the Pilgrimage Church of Wies and Ettal Abbey,  
the Benedictine monastery, tell you about their eventful and exciting past. 

Excursions and sights
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For decades, Garmisch-Partenkirchen has been one of Germany´s most popular holiday destinations. We would 
not be able to organise the vast amount of high quality events without the assistance of our partners. Thanks to 
our partners, who assist us in carrying out many events and who support us financially and by means of equip-
ment and contributions in kind, we are able to continually improve the offers for our guests and visitors. We are 
deeply grateful for your support. Thank you very much!

See you in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen

          
EAGLE WINGS - 

PROTECTING THE ALPS

With this unique project for protecting the 
Alps, the photographer Nomi Baumgartle 
wants to fascinate people, touch them 
and inspire them to develop a new 

awareness for the true values of 
Nature. Her pictures open our 

eyes.
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See you in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen



Discover your true nature.

GaPa Tourismus GmbH
Richard-Strauss-Platz 1a · D-82467 Garmisch-Partenkirchen
Tel: +49 8821 180 700 · Fax: +49 8821 180 7755
tourist-info@gapa.de · gapa.de


